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Addendum Report
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From: Strategic Director of Communities, Law &
Governance

RECOMMENDATION

1.

That the council assembly consider the addendum in conjunction with the
main report and approve the revised threshold for petitions to be debated at
council assembly (see paragraph 4 below).

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

2.

The Local Democracy Economic Development and Construction Act 2009
[“the Act’] imposes a new statutory petition scheme duty on local authorities
to have a scheme for handling petitions which must be approved by full
council and published on the council’'s website.

The constitutional steering panel considered the main report on 18 May 2010
and recommended the scheme and constitutional changes with one change
to the threshold for the number of signatories required for a petition to request
a debate by council assembly.

KEY ISSUES FOR CONSIDERATION

4.

The constitutional steering panel recommended that the threshold for the
number of signatories required for a petition to request a debate by council
assembly on a particular matter be amended from a threshold of 3,000 to
2,500.

In appendix 2 the constitutional change to council assembly procedure note
2.4 (1) would read as follows:

2.4 PETITIONS TO COUNCIL ASSEMBLY
This rule cannot be suspended.

Which meetings consider petitions?

1. Members of the public or councillors Members—of-the-council will
be entitled to present petitions with 2,500 or more signatures to the
Mayor at each council assembly meeting except the annual
meeting or the council tax setting meeting.

A consequential change would be made to the petition scheme in Appendix 1.




REASONS FOR URGENCY

7.

The provisions relating to petition schemes come into force on 15 June
2010. The scheme must be approved by council assembly by virtue of
section 11 (2) of the Act. There is no other meeting before the prescribed
date.

REASONS FOR LATENESS

8.

The proposals in the report contain proposed changes to the constitution to
implement the petitions scheme. The constitution states that any changes to
the constitution which can only be approved by council assembly will require
the prior consideration of the proposal by the constitutional steering panel,
which met on 18 May 2010. The statutory guidance was published on 30
March 2010 and there was no constitutional steering panel held between this
date and the election.
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